
 

United Nations Mission in South Sudan (UNMISS) 
Media & Spokesperson Unit 

Communications & Public Information Office 

PRESS BRIEFING  
 

For media enquiries, please contact 
Spokesperson: Ariane Quentier – quentier@un.org  +211912177770 

Find us on Social Media   Radio Miraya Facebook   Radio Miraya Twitter 
 
 

United Nations Mission in South Sudan – Communications & Public Information Office 
 www.unmiss.unmissions.org 

 

Facebook Twitter YouTube 

 Press Briefing Wednesday 06 April 2013 

Near verbatim transcript 

 

See photo ablum: https://www.flickr.com/photos/unmissmultimedia/albums/72157666765325946 

 
Good morning ladies and gentlemen of the media, and welcome to the United Nations weekly press 
briefing broadcast live on UN radio Miraya from UN House, in Juba. Also a warm welcome to our 
radio listeners who have tuned in.  
 
Let me introduce our guest speaker Mr. Robert Thompson, Chief of Operations, United Nations 
Mine Action Service (UNMAS) in South Sudan, who will speak of the general impact of raising 
awareness on mine action such as during the International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance 
in Mine Action which was held on Monday.  
--------------------------- 
 
A few general statements from the UN to start with: 
 
UNSG on International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action  
In his message on the International Day for Mine Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action, the UN 
Secretary-General Ban Ki-moon mentioned South Sudan, and insisted on the criticality of mine 
eradication “for an effective humanitarian response in conflict and post-conflict situations.  (…) 
Mine action is an investment in humanity.  It helps nurture peaceful societies, where those in need 
can receive aid, and refugees and internally displaced persons can safely return home, and children 
can go to school.  It provides the safe space to undertake development and reconstruction activities, 
and lay the foundations of sustainable peace”.  
 
The post-conflict impact of mines and explosive remnants of war on civilians will be one of the 
subject of the first ever World Humanitarian Summit which will take place in Istanbul next month.  
http://www.un.org/sg/statements/index.asp?nid=9586 
  
Briefing to the UN Security Council 31 March 2016 
Last Thursday also, the UN Security Council was briefed on the situation in South Sudan. Among the 
briefers, the Special Representative of the Secretary-General and Head of the Mission in South 
Sudan, Mrs Ellen Loej, the Chairman of the Joint Monitoring and Evaluation Commission (JMEC) 
President Festus Mogae, as well as the Deputy Assistant Secretary-General for Human Rights. The 
briefers painted a mixed picture of the situation in South Sudan.  
http://www.un.org/press/en/2016/sc12311.doc.htm 
They urged the parties to form a Transitional Government of National Unity and this, despite 
serious security, humanitarian and human rights concerns. Senior United Nations officials asked the 
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UN Security Council to call on the parties to the conflict and armed actors to protect civilians and aid 
workers, and grant free access for delivery of life-saving supplies.  
 
Message on the International Day of Sport for Development and Peace 
Today marks the International Day of Sport for Development and Peace. I am going to read to you 
some excerpts of the message of the Secretary-General on the day:  

 
“Sport is a unique and powerful tool for promoting dignity and the equal and inalienable rights of 
every member of the human family.  It is a driving force for positive social change.  That is why some 
of the world’s greatest sportsmen and women have been, and remain, engaged in helping the United 
Nations to raise awareness on important issues such as hunger, HIV-AIDS, gender equality and 
environmental stewardship. (…)Sport has an essential role to play.  Sport promotes health and well-
being.  It fosters tolerance, mutual understanding and peace.  It contributes to social inclusion and 
equality.  It empowers women and girls and persons with disabilities.  It is a vital part of quality 
education in schools.  It empowers, inspires and unites.” 
 
The UN Secretary-General added that sport can support the 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development by promoting” peace, justice, dignity and opportunity for all”.  

   
 
On UNMISS Activities  
 
Transportation of SPLM-IO troops 
To this day, 802 SPLA iO have been transported to Juba, 22 police and 780 military. 131 were 
transported yesterday, including 2 senior SPLA iO generals 
With the support  of UNMISS air assets and flights chartered by JMEC, over half of the 1,370 SPLA iO 
troops scheduled to return to the capital have now arrived. They are staying in 2 sites located in 
Jebel Kujur. The sites are operational and have been equipped with water points, sanitation 
facilities and tents with the support of UNMISS. 
 
The next step will be for the First Vice President designate to return to Juba and the Transitional 
Government of National Unity to be formed. One of the immediate issues to be tackled is the 
deteriorating economy. Also on the agenda will be the 28 States and the establishment of a 
Boundary Commission to agree on the number of states and their boundaries. 
  
Western Equatorian region, Peace agreement, Yambio  
UNMISS has welcomed the signing of a peace agreement on April 2nd between the government and 
the South Sudan Nation Liberation Movement (SSNLM) - the local armed opposition in Western 
Equatoria. In fact, UNMISS is a signatory to the agreement as a witness and guarantor for the 
peace in Western Equatoria. 
Koliab Nahataba, the Head of UNMISS Field Office in Yambio said the agreement was “historic for the 
people of Western Equatoria and the republic of South Sudan. People of Western Equatoria must 
seize the moment provided by the agreement for healing, reconciliation and recovery.” 
The UNMISS Civil Affairs team has worked with the Interfaith Council through dialogue and 
engagements with all parties to encourage mediation efforts. UNMISS office supported the 
mediation for over five months, staying committed despite the delays and challenges. UNMISS 
hopes this agreement will bring peace to the region and serve as a model for other areas affected by 
the conflict.  
 
Jonglei region 

 In Bor, thus far 69 civilians have voluntarily and spontaneously decided to be relocated from 
the UNMISS PoC site to the greater Akobo area. The return process, which is an individually assisted 
one, started on 24 March and is ongoing.  Over 700 IDPs have registered to relocate. UNMISS as 



well as humanitarian partners are implementing the relocation process with the cooperation of the 
South Sudanese Relief and Rehabilitation Commission (RRC). 
For background, in the latter half of 2015, UNMISS participated in a survey in the PoC site to assess 
the intentions of civilians. Many of them signed up to return to the greater Akobo area which has 
been peaceful for the last 2 years.  
 

 Following the signing of the peace agreement, UNMISS has convened meetings with both parties 
respectively represented by the Relief and Rehabilitation Commission of South Sudan (RRC) and the 
Relief Organization of South Sudan (ROSS), as well as humanitarian and protection partners to 
develop strategies to implement  “Chapter III of the Peace Agreement” regarding the return and 
reintegration of internally displaced persons and refugees once the Transitional Government of 
National Unity is formed. A strategy document is currently being developed to be endorsed by all 
parties.  
 

 Also in Bor, UNMISS organized the first ever peace conference in Jonglei since the beginning of 
the conflict. The Women’s Peace Conference was held on 31 March, and brought together 40 
women from the PoC site and Bor town. The women urged the government to forget the past and 
implement the peace agreement in the country.  

 

 In Pibor, UNMISS has reinforced its military presence by sending a second company to be 
located in Pibor town. This is allowing the Mission to conduct 3 to 4 patrols a day in Pibor town as 
well as on the axes towards Likuangole, Fertait and Gumuruk. The increased presence of UNMISS 
troops has instilled a sense of safety in Pibor, and the number of civilians who had congregated 
around the UNMISS compound has diminished from 1,100 to 900 in the last week.  
 
Quick Impact Projects throughout the country  
On 8th April, the Nepalese Battalion will be handing over a primary Health Care Unit near Juba 
Protection of Civilian site in coordination with the Central Equatorian Ministry of Health. 
The objective of such localized projects also called Quick Impact Projects is to reach out and 
support local communities. Another 18 similar projects are ongoing with the support of UNMISS in 
South Sudan such as:  
- Digging a borehole in Gueir, west of Juba, which is an area affected by outbreaks of water borne 

diseases stemming from contaminated water  
- Renovating classrooms with serviced sewing machines ready to train some 150 women in 

Aluakluak, Lakes region 
- Building a maternity and a Court house in Tonj, Warrap region 
- Building a fish market in Pibor, Jonglei region 

 
- Protection of Civilians’ sites  
 

 
REGION 

 
LOCATION 

Number of 
civilians seeking 

protection 
 

Central  
Equatoria  

UN House PoC I & III 27,990 

Unity Bentiu  116,538 

Upper Nile 
 

Malakal 40,448 

Melut 700 

Jonglei Bor 2,289 



Western Bahr  
El Ghazal 

Wau 219 

TOTAL  188,184 

 

 Juba:  Dismantling of trading zone outside pedestrian gate of Juba POC 3 
http://bit.ly/1pTwgWE 
Last Saturday, UNMISS extended its logistical support to the South Sudan National Police Service 
(SSNPS) to dismantle the illegal trading zone located outside the pedestrian entrance of the Juba PoC 
site. This was done at the request of the Inspector General of Police. 
The operation was following complaints from residents in the PoC sites as well as in the 
neighborhood arguing that the trade zone was posing a safety threat. UNMISS provided security 
reinforcements and the operation was conducted successfully. 

 

I will now give the floor to:  

Mr. Robert Thompson, Chief of Operations, UNMAS South Sudan. 

I would like to start by thanking you the media for the coverage of the International Day for Mine 

Awareness and Assistance in Mine Action held on Monday at the Nyakuron Centre in Juba. The 

coverage provided is saving lives. Just yesterday, we had three telephone calls as a result of the 

information you disseminated. One was from Jonglei area, near the airport from a farmer who 

reported a suspicious object. We investigated straight away and it was in fact an old piece of metal, 

but again it is very important to report anything that is suspicious and we will respond. As we keep 

saying, better safe than sorry. The two other calls came to report on a suspected mine on Bor-Juba 

road and on a container full of ammunitions in Bor. Our team went to investigate. We would also 

like to thank the National Mine Action Centre from which these reports are coming through. 

I would like to ask you to keep pushing the message and I will give the 24 hours service telephone 

number you can call to report on suspected objects: 0920 001 055.  

Ms. Ariane Quentier, UNMISS Spokesperson 

Thanks to the media for being able to pass the message. Indeed, as Robert truly said, better safe 

than sorry. South Sudan needs mine action, especially once the peace agreement is fully 

implemented, people will want to return to their homes while UN agencies, funds and programs will 

need to access communities to deliver services. To do so, we need to have cleared areas and 

cleared roads to transport humanitarian assistance and to deliver services, and in a later phase, to 

support the development of the country, which will hopefully happen very soon with the 

Transitional Government of National Unity and the full implementation of the peace agreement. 

 
+++++++++++ 

 
 

QUESTIONS AND ANSWERS  

Question: Unidentified journalist from Torit (The Daily Vision newspaper): I have a question for 

UNMAS on ongoing scrap metal collection in Torit. How risky is this? 

 

http://bit.ly/1pTwgWE


Mr. Robert Thompson, UNMAS Chief of Operations (RT): The National Mine Action Authority and 

UNMAS are both aware of the ongoing scrap metal collection in the area. Over the last 18 months, 

we started a special mine risk education programme to deal with this problem. We started with 

children 4 or 5 months ago, and we will educate more people on the hazards of touching pieces of 

metal. The basic is “if you don’t know what it is, do not touch it and report it”. It may not explode 

when someone picks it up, but if these pieces are moved and brought to town, it may create bigger 

problems if there is an explosion. Not only does it become a danger to people but also, evacuation 

may be needed which in turn disrupts business, hospitals and schools.  

-------------------------- 

Question, Sheila Poni (EBC Radio): Mine action has been ongoing for many years but what 

happens to the mines you have found and where are they destroyed? 

RT: Everything we find, we destroy. Most of war remnants are destroyed on the spot, exactly where 

we find them, in situ, meaning on site. If they can be moved, we move them according to strict 

regulations to a demolition site where they can be safely destroyed. Everything is recorded and 

shared with the National Mine Action Centre to keep updated figures. We also deal with large 

storages of ammunitions and destroy them if they become unstable and unsafe. 

---------------- 

Question, Junior Ali (Eye Radio): Mine action teams have been carrying out demining activities 

long before the conflict broke out. When it broke out in 2013, the conflict disrupted institutions 

and activities in the country. How does the conflict affect demining activities as South Sudan was 

about to be declared free of mines? 

RT: There is a misunderstanding when you say South Sudan was about to be declared free of 

mines. We did have a date in mind but it was not soon, and because of the renewed conflict, it will 

have to be extended. The reason is that there is growing contamination. However, we do not 

understand when both sides stop us for “security reasons”. In the last years, we have had restricted 

access to many areas. We have to be realistic, it is going to take a long time before this country is 

declared free of mines. Hopefully, when the peace is implemented, we can complete a survey and 

come up with a timeline and dates for completion.  

---------------- 

Question, Achol Achien (The Nation Mirror newspaper): I have two questions. How confident is 

UNMISS that Riek Machar is coming back to Juba within this month? And my next question to 

Robert Thompson, there are stills reported cases of mines found so when will South Sudan be free 

of mines? 

AQ: The peace implementation is following a very clear roadmap. There have been a lot of delays 

but the roadmap is here. We need the 1,370 opposition troops to arrive in Juba, and the First Vice-

President designate said he will come back thereafter. Over half of the SPLA iO troops have arrived. 

In addition, JMEC, of which UNMISS is a member, announced the date of 12 April as a possible 

return date for Riek Machar. We will complete the return of SPLA-IO troops hopefully by the end of 

this week or beginning of next week and then, we expect the First Vice President designate to come 

back as we need the Transitional Government to be formed and tackle the many issues the 

country is facing. 



RT: To answer your question on a timeline for mine clearance. I think it would be very naïve to give 

you a date. The whole country has not been fully surveyed. This is not just because of the last 

conflict but also restrictions of access. First we need a full survey of the country, which will take up 

to 3 to 4 years, and then we will be able to give a realistic date for a mine-free South Sudan. 

---------------- 

Question, Samir Bol (The Mail newspaper): Following the independence of South Sudan, was there 

any cooperation between you and Sudan to identify mine fields? 

RT: In the beginning, there was no cooperation but now we have information from the “North” 

army. It was a very fluid conflict with a lot of troops’ movements and mine fields which have not 

been recorded.  That’s why we depend on communities to give us information but yes, we have had 

some information from the North but not a lot. 

---------------- 

Question, James Ochaya (Sama.fm Radio): When is UNMAS planning to complete the demining of 

Juba-Nimule road which started in 2010?  

RT: Some 19 million square meters hazard areas will be finished in the next months. But while we 

are clearing a mine field along that road, another 5 or 6 danger areas are pointed to us. That’s why 

we have been there for so long. As you are aware, this was a main route during the conflict and 

therefore a heavily mined area. We don’t know where remnants of war are and rely on local 

population to give us information.  

---------------- 

Question, Oketajot Santo (The Dawn newspaper): During the International Mine Awareness Day, 

there have been reports of increasing number of mine accidents, what are the causes for that? 

RT: It is very hard to pinpoint what the causes are. There are many but it could be the greater 

movement of people to areas where they haven’t been before or the fact that some schools have 

been occupied by soldiers and school children are wandering more. Every time there is an accident, 

we do investigate, we do talk to families, local communities and chiefs to find out what has 

happened.  

---------------- 

Question, Junior Ali (Eye Radio): Could you please remind the people what level of threat mines 

pose to them? 

RT: It is a high threat. There are obviously some areas where there is a low threat but we need to tell 

everybody that the threat is high because we do not know what has happened in the last 40-50 

years in the country and we don’t have background information. That’s the reason why we tell 

people don’t use roads that haven’t been used, don’t farm overgrown areas and if you need 

information, call us and we will assist. 

--------------- 

Question, Kidega Livingstone (Juba Monitor): This a question for UNMISS. Do you expect the return 

of Riek Machar to improve the economic situation? 



AQ: I will take the question the other way. The improvement of the economy is connected with the 

existence of appropriate financial institutions and appropriate decisions taken which should come 

from a functioning Transitional Government of National Unity which will tackle the economic crisis. 

The Transitional Government will be formed once Riek Machar is back in town. One of the first 

priorities this government will need to tackle is clearly the economy of South Sudan, as a state but 

also for communities suffering of inflation, soaring prices of commodities and lack of access to 

markets where goods are exchanged and traded. To improve the situation, there needs to be a 

Transitional Government to take the right decisions for the country and for that, the First Vice 

President designate needs to be back in town after the return of the 1,370 opposition troops to Juba 

- as facilitated by UNMISS. 

---------------- 

Question, James Ochaya (Sama.fm Radio): How UNMAS is carrying out mine education awareness 

activities in remote villages where children are still collecting metal objects? 

RT: We have 77 mine risk education teams and community liaisons deployed everywhere in the 

country. They reach many of the places you cannot reach. We also have community-based 

organizations funded by United Nations Children Fund (UNICEF). They start their own mine risk 

education companies funded by us in areas we cannot access or where people do not have access to 

newspapers or radios. At the moment, there is no area we cannot reach apart from security issues or 

access denied by the parties. We are reaching these areas, not fast, but we are getting there. 

---------------- 

Question, unidentified journalist from Torit (The Daily Vision newspaper): In 2012, the 

Development Initiative Organization was demining places around Torit. Now other companies 

operate in the area. Does UNMAS have a plan of action to carry out demining activities? 

RT: We have some 11 different companies working in South Sudan at the moment under the 

National Mine Action Authority and UNMAS. All teams and companies come through us. We task 

these companies so their names do not matter since they work for the same purpose, the same 

people and the same organization: National Mine Action Authority and UNMAS.  

Before closing this briefing, again the 24 hours service number to report on suspicious mines is 

0920001055. 

 

Thank you to our guest speakers, this concludes the UNMISS press briefing for this week. 


